Modifier - 59 Decision Tree

Under certain circumstances the physician may need to indicate that a procedure or
service was distinct or independent from other services performed on same DOS

* Use only when there is no other CCl modifier that best explains circumstances.

» For physical therapy codes, only appropriate when procedures are performed
during distinct 15 minute intervals. -59 should not be used when procedures
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1 Modifier -59 Distinct Procedural Service:
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code pair I> modifier not Modifier -59 Quick Tips
have a CCl edit? needed
» Always attach the -59 to the lesser (component) code.
Y * Do not use with E/M Codes.
e e Do not use with 77427.
S « For cytopathology use only if tests performed on different specimens.
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1) Separate
session/
encounter
documented?

2) Different site, 3) Separate
organ system, or excision/ incision
compartment documented?

documented?
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4) Separate
lesions
documented?

5) Treatment of
separate injuries
documented?

If "YES",-59 modifier may be utilized

If "NO", do not utilize -59 modifier







